
BY KAREN BOORSHTEIN

A flurry of newspaper arti-
cles and television cover-
age this winter highlight-

ed the increase of homeless-
ness in both Nassau and Suf-
folk Counties. Now, as the win-
ter draws to a close, the snow
melts and the first warm days
of spring are upon us, it’s easy
to forget that homelessness is a
365-day-a-year, 24/7 issue that
many agencies and volunteers
work tirelessly to address on a
year-round basis.

Homelessness is devastating.
It destroys the fabric of family
life and is particularly damag-
ing to children, who are torn
from familiar surroundings and
find their education interrupt-

ed and lose friendships. Adults,
as well, are separated from fam-
ily, friends and their communi-
ty support systems.

In today’s economic climate,
it is not unusual to have some-
one who is homeless while still
working. Individuals and fami-
lies who have never experi-
enced homelessness are losing
their housing and entering the
shelter system for the first
time.

On any given night in Suffolk
County, there are close to 300
families with almost 1,000 chil-
dren residing in emergency
shelters. There are additionally
about 200 single adults and
childless couples living in emer-
gency shelters. As of Jan. 15,
Nassau had more than 100

homeless families, and almost
250 single adults in shelters.

But these numbers drastical-
ly underestimate the actual
number of people experiencing
homelessness, because they
don’t include people sleeping
on the streets or “doubled-up”
with family and friends.

Long Island is fortunate to
have numerous caring and sup-
portive agencies that run pro-
grams for homeless families and
individuals. But with financial
problems at the state and federal
levels, funding these programs
becomes an ever-increasing chal-
lenge — especially at a time
when the numbers of homeless
are ever increasing.

The stimulus act provided
Suffolk County with a unique
opportunity to form partner-
ships between government
and nonprofits, to provide as-
sistance to households at risk
of experiencing homelessness.

The community development
agencies in Islip and Babylon,
as well as the Suffolk County
Consortium and the Suffolk
County Department of Social
Services, have partnered with
my organization — Family Ser-
vice League — and the Eco-
nomic Opportunity Council to
provide almost $3 million of
assistance through the Home-
lessness Prevention and Rapid
Rehousing Program. About $6
million in such aid has been
provided in Nassau County.

These programs are de-
signed to reduce or eliminate
emergency housing stays by
streamlining access to reloca-
tion assistance, affordable
housing, rent subsidies and
other support services, either
before there is a permanent
loss of rental housing or im-
mediately upon an individual
or family’s entry into emergen-
cy housing. Homeowners fac-

ing foreclosure can access
neighborhood prevention re-
sources — cooperative efforts
between government and the
private sector that have al-
ready helped hundreds of fam-
ilies.

As a community, we are all
deeply concerned for the safety
of individuals and families who
find themselves living in dan-
gerous outdoor conditions in
makeshift shelters. When the
sun shines and the days and
nights grow warmer, we can-
not forget that homelessness is
a year-round crisis for the fami-
lies and individuals who face
this tragedy.

BY MARGUERITE KEARNS

Women today are ex-
tremely involved in
the political process.

But we still don’t hold half the
elected leadership positions in
New York State. We’re still
fighting many of the same bat-
tles as in years past, even if
there are isolated examples of
women who have risen to the
top. There’s an adage about a
woman’s work never being
done. In the political arena,
this boils down to rolling up
our sleeves to elect more
women to public office.

We aren’t the first genera-
tion of women to take our re-
sponsibility seriously. Many of
our grandmothers, great grand-
mothers and great-great grand-
mothers believed that if we
were going to turn things
around, here and around the
globe, it would take concentrat-
ed effort: personal and political
power, more women in leader-
ship roles, and full equality not
only between men and women,
but among all people.

A Women’s History Month
exhibit at the New York State
Museum in Albany, “Women

Who Rocked the Vote,” con-
nects the past with the present
for me. The exhibit, which will
be up until the end of April, fea-
tures some lesser-known New
York women who worked be-
hind the scenes and carried out
the hard work of winning the
vote for women.

Susan B. Antho-
ny, Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, Carrie
Chapman Catt, Har-
riet May Mills and
others were the
well-known lead-
ers in the women’s
rights movement.
But they relied on a
strong network of
organizers and ac-
tivists in communi-
ties across New
York State and
around the nation.

My grandmother
was one of these
grassroots organiz-
ers. She lived in Rockville Cen-
tre. For many years, she devot-
ed herself exclusively to the
cause of Votes for Women. In
1913, Edna Buckman Kearns
hitched a horse to a wagon —
which is in the museum exhibit

— and, dressed in
colonial clothing,
she drove from
town to town on
Long Island to give
speeches about the
importance of
women voting. She
drove the wagon to
the Mineola Fair
each year to keep
the issue alive.

She called the
wagon the “Spirit of 1776,”
and this freedom theme at-
tracted attention from newspa-
pers, people on the street and,
ultimately, the men who
agreed with her and voted for
women’s suffrage in New

York in 1917.
Voting is taken

for granted by
women today,
but for the de-
cade my grand-
mother dedicat-
ed herself to the
state and nation-
al suffrage cam-
paigns, the out-
come couldn’t be
predicted. Edna
edited suffrage
news for the
Brooklyn Eagle.
She collected pe-
titions and re-
cruited women
to participate in

huge New York City parades
that contained men’s divisions.

As a member of the Wom-
an’s Party, Edna picketed the
White House in support of a
constitutional amendment. She
gave numerous speeches on
suffrage to organizations on
Long Island and turned her
Rockville Centre home over to
an endless number of meet-
ings, receptions and fundrais-
ers. Activists like my grand-
mother worked from dawn
until dusk, until all American
women were finally able to
vote in 1920.

Though Edna died in 1934,
many years before I was born,
I realize the many ways in

which I have inherited her
awareness of the importance of
women taking pivotal leader-
ship roles in social change
movements on the local, state,
national and international lev-
els. Edna’s suffrage wagon and
other suffrage memorabilia in
the exhibit symbolize the hard
work of yesteryear — how far
we’ve come in the 90 years
since all American women
won the vote through a consti-
tutional amendment in 1920,
and how far we still have to go.

Women throughout the
world today carry a dispropor-
tionately heavy burden of pov-
erty, malnutrition, and lack of
access to education and politi-
cal power. Yet despite these
limitations, in nations large
and small, women are meeting
the challenges and participat-
ing, like never before, in the po-
litical process. We can all as-
sume the same determination
and commitment as when Edna
Kearns first drove the “Spirit
of 1776” wagon out onto the
streets of Long Island and New
York City to make visible her
vision of a just world.

Homelessness doesn’t end with winter

Karen Boorshtein
is the chief execu-
tive and president
of the Huntington-
headquartered

Family Service League.

Hitch a ride on the women’s suffrage wagon

Marguerite
Kearns is a
freelance writer
in Santa Fe, N.M.
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90 years ago the movement was active
on LI. There’s still more ground to gain

As days get longer and warmer, it’s too
easy to forget about this 365-day problem

Edna Kearns and her suffrage
wagon, on display in Albany
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