




togethertowatchfavoriteTV
shows.Ironsbringsicecreamfor
a specialnighttogether.“I’m
friendswiththefamily.I thinkthe
programiswonderful.Thereisno
lose,onlywin-win,”Ironssays.
“Forme,it’slikehavinganother
grandmother.More peopleshould
doit.Ithelpedme tostayon
LongIslandandgaveus eacha
new friend.”

Some pairingsdon’twork
Ofcourse,noteverymatchis

perfect,Davidsonsays.“About 15
percentofthematchesdon’t
work out forvariousreasons—
likethecommutetowork [from
thehouseshare]istoolongor
therearepersonalityconflicts.So
we tryagain.Therearesomany
wonderfulstoriesofpeoplebe-
comingfriends.It’salmostlikea
datingservice.”

TheNassau programhasmade
30 matchessinceJanuary 2008.
BoorshteinsaystheSuffolkpro-
gram,inplacesince2005,has
beenmatchingabout60peoplea
year.“And we wishwe coulddo
more.”

Typically,Tibbetssays,the
matchprocessincludesapplica-
tionsfromboththeownerandthe
seeker.Feesofup to$200each
coversuchthingsascriminal

backgroundchecks.There’san
initialassessment,andtheagen-
ciesrequirethatapplicantspro-
videthreereferences.Ifthere’sa
match,a coordinatorhelpssmooth
out detailsinvolvingpersonal
habits,financialarrangementsand
livingspace.

Followup isdonefora year.
Home sharesusuallylastsix
monthstotwoyears.

“Inanyarrangement,thehome-
ownerhastogiveup someprivacy
orpersonalspaceandtheseeker
mayhavetogiveup somepersonal
belongings[forspace]ora pet,”
Tibbetssays.“Formany,it’sa
culturalshiftbecauseyou’renot
renting,you’resharingsomeone’s
home.It’snotwithoutits
challenges,butit’sworthwhile.”

Forinformationabout
HomeShare/Nassau,

call516-292-1300,ext.1, or
visitfamilyandchildrens
.org.ForHomeShareLong
IslandinSuffolk,call
631-427-3700,ext.305 or
gotofsl-li.org.
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Sharing
information

affordablerental.The HomeShareprogramhelpedbringthemtogether.
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